ANKUAL RZ?ORT OF THE (ROP ACRBAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE
Compiled by Lewis A. Burteh, Asricultural Carmissicner

The total value of all agricultural crovs in K'rn County for
the year 1931 is $11,31%4,731. This is a decrenge in valuatlon
of appraximatély $2,000,000 which 1s due solely to the low prices
to which all commédities have fallen during this pericd. The most
encouraging frature of thls summarization ls that our acreage and
production of crops are up to normal.

Grapes continue to be the leading‘crop in Kern County, and
our repcrts show that in spite of adverse weather ccnditions during
the growing season znd some damage by grape leaf hoppers that we
produced a larger crop of grapes than we had the prececeding year.
This 13 all the nmore encouraging when we look at the state wide con-
ditions of the grape lndustry when the year 1971 showed a shipment
of about 50 per cent of a normal crop, the lowsst production in 10
years.

We havs suffered a loss in acrease durlng thz past three vaars
amcunting %o abeout 5,000 geres. Our total acreasz in vines a2t the
present time is 17,545 and the value of our grape producticn, in-
cluding raiging, was $2,739,812. For the moat part our reduction
in acreaze was of marginal vineyards which never should have been
planted, and this year emphasizes more than ever that Kern County
is the best grape progucipg county in the state of California from
a standpoint of yleld, quality and value. This is being recognized
by our own growers here, nany of whom are ccntemplating inereasing
thelr acrzage of vines.

In splte of the diszcouraging condition in nost agricultural
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lines there are many of our grape growers who grored g profit on their
oper#ticns for the year 1931, and I look for a considerable incrsase
in grape preduction.in this ccunt& during the next few years.

Cotton was our next largest crop in point of valuation. Ve
produce&'SQ,OOO‘bales,,the #alue of which, inecluding the seed, amounts
to $2,225,000. Although the cotton growers have made no money due
to the low prices received and many of them suffered a loss, we still
have—produced'ever a bale to the acre of a good gquality of cotton,
and I believe that cotton wlll always be a major crop in this ccounty
.becauée of the fact thgt we canfproduce'ﬁore bales per acre than can
be done in any other cotton grnalng'section. ‘

Alfelfa was our next most valusble crop producing 117,63h toné
from 29,61 acres. Alfalfa production remalns qulte constant in this
county and most of the crop 1s fed here, the shipnents cut of the
county represcnting the smaller portion of our crop. 7

" Although the ﬁricéé obtained were not sufflclent to show a
profit in most cases; there are s few outstanding czies ~here grovarg
who are in the alfalfa growing business comnerclally and have develon-
ed thelr o7n narkets did make a profit on thelr oporaticns. One cus-
standing case where the grower put in a grinding mill and reduesd his
entire crop of some 10,000 tons to alfalfa mesl which he sold at a
proflt over the cost of groving anéd grinding. ‘ ) ’

Potatoes were next in valuation producing a little over $1,105,000
from 4,972 acres. There were very few grovers who made anything on
thelr opsrations in the potato dezl this year, but like many-other
coﬁﬁodiéies prices chaﬁge from year to year and they are expecting

a much better return next year. This 1s evidenced by the fact that
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we will plant as large én acreage in 1932 és we did the’pgst year.

Thece are‘the four malor crops in polnt of valuation.

In acrease planted cotton was the major crop with 52;660 acres,
wheat was second with 39;705>acrés, alfalfa third with 29,61k
acres, and grapes rourth aith.IT,B#E acres.

Attanhad he“eto ycu will £ind the completa sumnarizaticn.of
zeres, pro&uctien_and.VGlue of all crops produced in Ks=rn County '’
for the year 1931. »

7 Although'agricdiﬁufe iéfaﬁ atloé‘ehb;;3ﬁen we compare ﬁhe‘coﬂ—
dition of this industry with that of ali otﬁer Industries we find -
that the farmer 1s not so bad off. At least he has a job and he 1s
making a living fbr his family, and I expeet the yesar 1932 to be a

more prosperous year than the one Just past.
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- ACREACE, PRODUCTION & VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL CROPS FOR YZAR 1931 -

Crop Acrzance Production Total
s 577 10 | 8,000
Apvies . cars + CC
Apricots 1530% 1865 ® 193,960
Dry Apricots 100 teons 8,00
Berries 38 3300 trays 3, 300
Cherrics 13 50 tons E,OOO
Fizs 175 cars L, 160
Dry Fizs €0 tons 6,000
Olivas 7413 20 cars 13,000
Peaches 10535 186 cars 152,100
Dry Pzaches cars 2,080
Pears 737 126%cars 15,115
Persinmons 31 2 cars 1,500
Plunms 145k LG cara 218,400
Pomegranates 7 2h% cars 12,250
Prunes 1945 100 tons 5,0C0
Walnuts 71 17 3/B tons L, 260
Alnonds 68 22% tons Loo
62937 §76%,025
CITRUS
Grapefruit L&% 9 cars 14,5626
Lemons 7% 100 boxes “hoo
Orznzes 1328 2L2 cars 336,864
Tangerines 80% 6000 lugs ;000
T 335G, 880

GRAPTS

Table

Cantzlousea
Jaternelons
Other melonz

VEGETABLES

Potatoes
Cabbage
Carrots
Cucunbers
Lettuce

-
o
14wt p

S8ring Beans

400 cars
1114 ¢®
130z

1,105,800 sacks
129 cars
6 cars
10,C00 lugs
66,2C0 crates
159 cars
10C cars
7 tong

e ] D= omA
PSS _g:;,'..:/iu
1é¢1957
~y -y : -~

1,1¢5,800
51,600




CROP ACREAGE PRODUCTION TOTAL
VEGETAZLES
- Pomatoes 1!51 '.’;2, b3 Tuzs $ 9,136
Caullflower 1674 67,000 crates 83,750
Egg Plant 13z 1,050 crates 1,57
Peppers s 8C0 erates 2,400
Peas 13 2,030 crates 3,045
Beans 1.6 1,740 bags 5,2§0
Other Vegetables 15 1,565
7,755 1,537,331
FIELD CROPS
Cotton 42, 660 50,000 bales 1,875,000
Cotton S2=d 25,000 tons 350,000
Grain Hay 1,670 3,226 tcns 25, 803
Alfalfa 29,614 177,684 %éns 1,776,840
Rice 10 2C0 bags . 500
Rice 3tlraw - 15 %cens 75
Silage 2,000 3,00C tons . 30,000
Mursaery Stock iy . 40, 000
Hint 150 15,5C0 1bs 37,200
Honey ‘ 535,000 1bs. 17,550
76,100 ‘ +,152,573
Barley 13,266 7,100 tons 177,500
Mile 7,168 5,163 tons é79,goo
Wheat 33,705 £29,3CQ tons 79,0C0
25,135 ’ 1,235,700
1 1 313, z1h
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