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January 1, 19%2

By: Lewls A, Burteh, sgrieultural Commleslioney

The total value of sgricultursl orops, exclusive of live
atook cnd dndry production, in EKern County for the year 19732 is
$8,5%31,64%, Thisg valuation 4s based on the sversze f.o.b. prices
recelived by the grovwers at ghipping point ond doos po% lnclude
the geat of trensHortstion and merketing. IT ia lower them ths
total value of agricultural orops in the county for a number of
years pos%. This 1s due to the present soonomle conditions pros
vailing throughout the gountiry and not becauss of any shoriace
in preduction or lack of quality.

The %otal production of orops this yser szcecded thet
of Teat yeaur in volume and the quality was belter than any we have
produced in a greatl many yesrs past.

Grapes 8%11) continue %o be the lsading ercp in value,
our yreduﬁﬁ&on this year being about 500 oars more than last vese
and of better quality. The %otsl produced wae 3,502 osrs of
fresh grapes and 9,093 tons of raisins valued at §2, 456,806,

Cotton continues %o follow in eseccond plege. Our prow
duction thig ysar wae 80,000 beles from 35,000 sores, which le
8t111 & world's record in pounds of 1int per sore, snd is vaiua&
at §1,680,000, This includes tho cotton seed. Alfse)fs is fhird
in velue, produeing 177,688 tons from 29,613 acres valued at
$1,24%, 788, Pot-toes are fourth with a production of 2,572 rail-

way cars from %,881 sores and sre velued at $4588
The »ricss obtalned for farm products were oxgesding’y
low and few of ths farmers showed & profi% om thele operefion.

However, descite thess oritiocsl conditlonsg, there secwms %o have
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bBoen some oompensgstin: fretors for in pany ilnalances produnilion
acate are reporbed ac reduged, elther by guod menagensnt or by
forge of neoeqsilty. The gondl%ion of ggriceutiure in Eorn Uounby
ie batder Than 1% iz in moe¥ ofher agricd tural counties, and ia
in better gondifion than west of the indusiries. Ths foet bas
been dencnstreted thet we can produse s lsrgs orop per acvre snd
produce 1t earlisr than most of the competing produetion aress
and dus %o our Tavorable olimstieo sonditions are sble %o harvest
our ¢rong withoud much loss from the olsments., This year @&SE
excentionally favorseble for production and no loszas wave coosslonsd
by relin, hall, wind er frost,

Thers wore pr-o%icaily no orops Left in the fie1d un~
bervested thie yesr in splte of the discourspingly low prices
vrevalling, the farmers feelling the% in & year "ike thig thal
every salabls preoduc® should be gatherad and ascld.

Yo are exceptionslly free from dangerous insect pesta
and plent dlssases wvhich oxist in other dtutes and in other parte
of Galifornia. The grepe phylloxsra, ewhich Ywe csuasd 30 muah
dsmage %o vinevards in other parés of Californias, doeg not exziat
in Zern County. The gotton bell weevll and pink Lol worm, whioh
are such destructive fastors im the mejor ceftion producing states
do not exlst here. The sifalfs weovil doss not sxist in Kerm
County, yet 1% csuses %renmendous losses in other states and hasg
inveded northern sarde of California. We are free from infesia-
ticne of the Colorads potste bsetle which cmuses %.a@%%?ﬁ 1oas B¢

potatgss in other states,



i geunel teke the scece o this artic’e Lo
many dancercus inaest ente and ep% dlscoccg whlieh ooowr in
other lseatisies that 4o net erxlsd here but hove slireedy wmentioped
aoas fopr eonl of our four mejor orong, Frecsdom from wae pents
ig large?y vosponaible fopr our grssdsr oreduoticn of theas areps
in Esrn County. Thie resition s Tergely due %o the vigil.oee
of the inercoilon sorviee maein® lned by this denarbment whioh ie
for the protestion of azrisvture sad %o orovon® the introduction
Trow other 6 tee and Tecnitlee of %&@%@ dang-rous insaest. andg
Yan® dloesqee,  Oury decaritment malntoips guoar - mtlines sceinad
avery state in the wlon oy some dangercus ‘nzegk oy dieanse of
dlants known S0 exiad theve and not is cur gt ®. Ip carvying
o>ul this work ve make sn Anaepection of a1l lapts shioped inde
the eosunty by postal, frelght, s=oreas or other somron osrrisrs
and 211 indivicuals are requirsd %o repert wn ﬁ}%ﬁ% sroducts
which they brisg Iin other %than by common onrrlerg . ve alen lpe
spaet 217 nursery stook and products produced within the sounty
and off red for sale % the growers in order v they may be
assured that they are plan%ing thls stosk fres from insente and
dissaseg. Vo alse require e control or e dleation of vests
~rieh are alresdy existant In ¢he sounty. ovne of the lmnordand
peats ig the &lm Yenl beetle, wshich, AL 1% were not for our

sruwal aorsy progreas, would entlrely defoliste aovery ¢'m tree

28 sounty.
¥g are reguired %o neke f1e1d lnscvections and «hrvre

there axlists dungercus insest pestz, Yand diesensee or anismels,
B &

require the owmer of the vrop rity %o conteel or sredicete these
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pests Lor the nrotestion of ~dlscant or peighioring smes. In
this a2c%ivity we roloon annuelly asbowt ope held mil'ion a@w&g

of Yend thet s infested with yround sguirvrels. The annual
damage %0 esricattusl corops hes begen many timss the ocos% of
gontrol work. %e have heen abls %0 reduse bodh the agriost tursl
demosze anc the cost of gontrel work many times during the rasi

fow yravs. In addition to the dameys whioh thawe vasts do %o

agrion? tural armwwgyﬁh@y are knowa %o be carriers ¢f dangerous
disc. 23 %o the huisp raos sush as bubonie Liagus, Hooky Mounisin
5 ¢ttod fover and Tulsresnin. These conditions alone would
Jostify the suvencs of rodent oontrol 1f they eowrnitted no dane
s o agriou! ture. We heve boen wble through the Psri Bureau

to surciwe poloon metorials at wholesale rices. They vere
60ld %0 the formere ot goat, making an annasl saving 80 them

of mony S$housands of &Ylars,

e ingpegt all shipmentz of seed %o prevent the intro-

ntimos

duetlon of dengercus poxious woeds whieh heve ofte
esloblished in e clesm aYes bY mo.ns of this manner of Aletrie
BBl e

Aniaey lnsveetion Lo another pluse of our setivitios
and by the inmestion of some 8,000 seloniea o LHoess we have
reduosd the infest tion of Auvarican foulovrood + Llah guuses
st fine nolel 103102 $o the baskespsr $o & solat where 11687
Aamcse le dons. The value of the hopey oroep tiis year is £16,300

gontend

shioh would hve besn st rilally Jess wer: 1% nod Tor the
af Poulbrosd .
Wa lnscseat o1l shipeente of frulis sod vegetublas,

okl Tor the orotsetion of the grew » and $he consusing publls,
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to prevent the marketing of inferior que® by fruits whish
might be infreted with insests, role, rost darm-ge oF other
gonditions. ®e inepegted avproximesely 9,000 cars of frultas
and vagetulles lenving the counly, ss well az Y lnooming
frults sand veg d:b'ea, both frum a Mant gearsntine stonde
po.nt cnd frult and veget Dle standardlisatioc® work,

¥e rojested many shipaents dus $¢ Yagk of mstuprily
and beoause of over-tolorance of other sericus dedesls and
interpentsd many shirqmente comihg into the ocunty infested with
roed age'le, purvls so.le, mealybuge and many othor gorious peasts
not kncwn %t exiat in Eern Counily.

vo 180 »0% as a ole,uring house for gomplalnds of
Arewers to the Division of Markets who enforge the proviasions
of $he Procuce Deslers' Ast and in meny cazes have returned
roney te¢ the grower whioh he wos sntitled %o nd oBwreise
gould no ¢ collest,

We mailntoln tvwo experd truprere in orodatory snimal
sontrel work. Theose men have rondered s very ¢.lueble ssrvias
to the Tivestosk industry of vur county «nd e ¥ yecr killed
about 880 goyotas snd 200 boboets. This uwetivd of  redatory
animel contrel eme sulstituted for the old syeten of naying
bounties and has proven much nore e#ffeotive znd valueble to
the 1ivestoek interesgts.

We pre roguived $o Lssue cerbificstse on shivments
leaving our gounty for markets in other std#fjes. FPruotioally
all af ths vot % grop srown here is sold iﬁlﬁkﬁ northwsatormn
gtates who require n esrtificate of inspecticn Tyrom polnt of

erigin and voowas fudl s tion befores entering thelr s2tcle.
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T 4% w oo not o Blds survics yendersd Ly oay devsrioent

the grow ra wolld be un ble %o sarket helr eruws in these
gt.tes whore they csn ¢b%-dn the best vrices., Ye ave aleo
reguired %o exongne ond isgue eariifiostas to pevsons eng wed
for hirs im the omtrol of plant vests ol te sunorvise thelr
sk and rovols thelr Yisenzs %o coerde 17 lmorovnar mafevials
ar work 48 ssnloyed. Thde affords a valunble protegtion %e
EEOUET5e

Agrisultu.e le £q:% beconming & rn Jounty's groatest
snd most imcortont lnoustry, and upon tho wru oority of
agrioul ture =111 depend the vrosperity of Korn Gounly.

A% our awriouliure dovelopg we hopo %o keep She
sdventegecus pooitlion whiach ve now held in boing fres from most
of the serious inzead pnets and pland diseases by heeping cuy
£i0%ds and erghards free from most of the aserd . us lusced veels

and pland 4igens9a.
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