ANNUAL REPORT OF THZE CROP ACRCAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE
KERN COUNTY -FOR THE YEAR 1936
Compiled by Lewls A. Burtch, Agricultural Commissioner

The past year showed the largest production and the greatest

valuec of agricultural crops in the history of the county. The total
valie of all crops was $29,736,899. Last year the total was
817,583,216, which shows an increase of 67 per cent over 1935.
The valucs are based on average prices obtained for the products
packed and loaded on cars and not the net returns to growers. Prices
werc obtained by a study of the market reparts for the year and inten-
views with the leadlng shippers.

This figure represents the money brought to Xern County from the
sale of crops and lncludes the money spent for labor and other ex-
penses in growing and harvesting the crops.

The farmer's dollar is nore quickly placed in general circulation
than money from any other source and thlis adds nuch to the general
progperity of the county.

COTTON

Cotton maintained its placc as the most valuable single crop,
producing 100,000 beles and 400,000 tons of sced valucd at $7,440,000.
With the compulsory acreage reduction of the A.ALA. removed the grow-
crs increcascd their plantings 65 per cent over last year. We had
ideal growing weather throughout the season,and by continuing the usec
of pure sccd we have produccd a grade and staple that pays us about
$5.00 per bale premium over ordinary cotton.

The production averaged 637 pounds of 1lint per acre which is a
world's reccord and is due to our supcrb climate and soll conditions,
also the fact that we arc frce from cotton boll weevil and riost of
the scrious discascs of cotton.

POTATOES

‘Potatoes were sccond in’value, producing 3,050,240 sacks from
11,292 acrcs and bringing $6,963,0ﬁ0.

This was the largest acrcage and production that the county has
ever lad, and, Iin addition to this, we found the best market ever
expericnced. This 1s a combination of clrcumstances that hepens once
in a lifctime and we cannot expcet to repcat on thls scason's crop
end merket condltions. Our production comecs in the carly sumner whon
we heve competlition only from Florida, Alabama cnd Tcxas and thesc ‘
districts suffercd from drought and light crops. 1In addition to this,
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the storage of old potatocs was about ecxhaustcd at the time we start-
cd shipping, scndlng the priccs to unusual highs and glving us mar-
kets that we had not been able to rcach before.

LIVE S5T0CK

This ycar'ts livestock sales woerce considerable morce than last
year although priccs rcceived on cattle were not as high. Sheep
were eobout the same as last yecar, but wocl was congicerable higher.
Hogs siiowved quitc an incrcasc in both producticn and prices reoccived.
Poultry and cggs were a little higher and nilk and butterfat chowed
quite an improvcrent.

The incrcasc in cattle was probably duc to o norc thorough can-
vassing of the sourccs of information ond getting a better check on
tiic nunber of cattle sold.

GRAPE

’

Our grape crop showved a narked imnrovenent over last yeaor, both
in quality ~nd tonnagc, and tlhec narkets vers nuch norc Tavoranblce.
Thv production showed an incrcasc of 11 per ccent and an lncreasc in
v “uc of approxinatcly &5 por cent. The total of 4430, 315 puts

rapes rg fourth in the volue of all CIrops. .

The fact that we arc carlier thon any noajor grape growing arca
in Califcrnia glves us guitc an adventage in the merkets and our
p.oleces recelved arc considereble nigher than the state average.

We arc frce from nost of the scrious inscets and diccasce of
’"pos, wvhich helps a lot in the procduction of fine quality tabl
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GRATI

Trie total voluce of the grain crops was $1,
about 18 per cent nmore than was produced in 193
atople crons and the plantings do not vary rnwuch

447,033, vhich is
5 T‘l i: onc oi our

ALFALFEA

. _Alfalfa is sixth in value and we produccd 174,240 tons fron
34,848 reres. Thig 1o an lncroasc of about 16 per cent in rereng
over the pest feow yeors

Alfelfa, like grain, is a steple cron cnd 1s cne of the nost sure
creng that ve have. Muny grovers take adventage of thils crop ns a
scil bullder wihilch pays dividends while it enriches thie coil for
cther crops.
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Crop Acreape Production
Dcciduous Frults ‘
Apples 225 1,517 boxes
Apricots 755 1,708 tons
Apricots (aried) 90 tons
Berrics 60 4, 000 crates
Clerrics 40 " 2 cars
Figs 23 2,164 flats
Figs (aricd) 20 tons
Nectarines L7 lecar
Olives "Bl2 40K tons
Peaches 1,047 2,646 tons
Perches (dried) 88 tons
Pears L8o - 840 tons
Persinnons ok 45 tons
Pluns 1,792 3,995 tons
Poncgranates 51 225 tons
Quinces 10 3 cars
Alnonds 82 25 tons
Walnuts - 60 20 tons
Fanily Orchards l%i 405 tons
Totel y 343
Citrus '
Grapefruilt 36 6,325 boxes
Lenons 11 1,310 boxes
Oranges 1,307 179, 686 voxecs
Tangerinecs 8 20,000 boxes
Total 1,392
Gropes . )
Table 15,055 65,361 tons
Wine 1,745 12,227 tons
Raiasins 7,505 tons
Total 16,800
Melons
Watermelons Uh7 8,070 tons
Cantaloupcs - 299 130,800 crates
Other Mclona . 1 6,817 cratcs
Total - 76%“ ’

Total Valuc

Total

Total

2,276.,00
76,860,00
Z;u5o,oo

, 000,00
2,100,00
865,00
1,200.00

" 650.00
14;175,00
105, 840.00
12, 320,00
33;600,00
, 500,00
159, 800,00
10,125,00
1, 350.00
5, 000,00
1,200,00
16,200.00

. $%61,511,00

.

11, 068,00
3,920.00

- 359,372.00
15,000.00

w389, 370.00

3,921, 660.00
183, 405,00
375,250.00

Total 4,480,3%15.00

137,190.00
98,100.00
2. 408.00

Total ~§238, 698,00



Crop
Vegetobles

Potatocs
Oniong
Svreet Potntocs
Pces
Lettuce
Cabbage
Carrots
Tonntocg
ASparagus
Cucunbcrs
Squnsh
Others

Acrenge

Procduction

11,292
1, o?i
=
e
olo
*
69

ho.

uu
100

Total — 1,121

Ficld Crons

Cotton

Cotton sccd
Alfalfa

Grein hay
Silage
Nurscry Stock

78,500

3k, 848
5,000
1,000

60

Hcney and Products

Sugar Beets ]
N Total 119,%33

Grodn ,
Brrley 11,071 €, 600 tons
llilo 17,200 26 06 tons
Wheat 45 koo 19, b3 tons
Flox 1, 176 23,520 busicls
Total 74,867 Totnl
LIVD S7TO0CK 50LD
Steers Lo, 000
Covs %0, 000
Calves 20, 000
Shecen 100;000
Vool 2, 000,060 1bs.
Hogs &, 000
Pcultry 125,000 )
Eggs 210,000 dozen
1filk & Butterfat 2,200,000 1lbs.
Total
Total r~crcage of all crops -

3,0 /O,L”O ancks

28l Loo ~~cL
115,146 1lug

70 ho2 vrttc~
73,260 cretes

100 tons
2,014 crates

EO'OOO lugs
ﬁ 58) cretes

4,4 lugno

575 Tugs

15,0350 lugs

Totel

100,000 balcs

Loo 000 tons

17% 2L0 tonn
5,000 tonsg
1,500 tons

6,700 tons

Total

Total Voluce

6 063 ok0,00
142,200,00
86 9,00
£53 7,00
73,260,00
1,200.00
1,510,00
10, 000,00
7,170, oo

6 607.

34
7.515. Oo
$7,&52,652.oo

*6 000, 000,090
1 M!o 000.00
91,9°O 00

50, 000,20
12,000,00

ug 000.00
93 50C.00
,200.00

$9, o/7 620.00

158, loo,oo
50 )Oo,)O
1, 095

ﬁ? 04D . oo

91 L7,0%3.00

$2,000, 000,00
C1, l'oo 003.00
,60 000,00
600, 000.00
#ho 000.00
160 000,00
62,500 00
67,200,00
1,100,000.00

$6,189,700.00

233,027

Totrl value of all crops - $29,73%6,899.00



