KERN COUNTY'S ANNUAL CROP REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1942
TO THE STATE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND
THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

In compliance with Section 65.5 of the Agricul tursl Code,
Stute of Celifornis, I herewith submit the annusl crop report
of Kern County for the year 1942,

Acreages are calculated &8s net planted acres, ylelds in terms
of commerclal packeges or unlts established by the Federsl-Stste
Crop Reporting Service. The velues are f.,o.b, prices. The returns
thus include cost of growing, harvesting, hsauling, packing etc.

We ere indebted to meny individusls end orgenizations for
thelr splendid response given to the egricultursl inspectors snd
deputies who heve helped compile this report,

/ The totel velue of &ll crops, including live stock, wes
$67,282,688, This wes far in excess of our most optimistic esti-
m:tes &nd exceeded the 1941 income by $23,000,000. Net profits to
Zrewers in most ceases were no greeter than lest year as cost of
ivocr nsd increesed elmost 100%, &nd fertilizer, mechinery, trens-
rortation «nd other costs were much higher, Totsl production of
511 commodities wes 1,270,923 tons, an incresse of 208,570 tons
sver 1941, This is & remerkeble record considering &1l of the hendi-
2eps which the growers hed to overcome. If we continue to lose our
tredred agricultursel workers to the srmy &«nd defense industries
profuction for 1943 1s bound to show ¢ big decrease, Growers,
=ercicularly during the leter part of 1942, were forced to use
students, women end older men inexperlenced in farm work e£énd her-

“vesuing in order to get thelr crops in &nd e¢re vary hesitent to

plant eny crop requiring & lerge smount of hend lebor,

Potetoes brougnt more monsy then eny other plent crop with &
production of'6,66ﬁ,417 secks velued ot $13,328,814., This 1is one
of the most vitelly needed war crops snd the government has asked
for en incresse of 20% of potatocs for 1943,

Cotton, whiclh hzs been the number one crop for nmeny yeers,
wes second with 94,500 bules &nd 38,400 tons of ssed valued &t
$11,018,550. Cotton made & fine growth with very 1little damege
from insects or we¢ther &nd we hed e¢n 1desl full for hervest, but
due to the shortsge of lg¢bor there were sbout 10,000 belas gban-
doned in the flelds.

Greves and relsins were next in velue with & production of
86,146 tons velued ¢t $7,730,496. The present plens of the Wer
Production Boerd ere to force &ll growers to reke reisins of oll
their Thompsons eénd Muscets, end &8 over one helf of our screege
is Thomosons it will meen ¢ much reduced income to the grepe
growers next yesr, ,
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Alfulfa has been one of our stable crops for many years. We
hed en increase of about 7,000 acres, meking & total of 69,948 scres
of slfelfes velued st $5,940,055. We expect sn increase of from
10,000 to 15,000 next yeer. This 1s one crop that cen be hendled
largely with mechinery &#nd & crop that is bedly needed. Prices of
hey sdvenced to such & point thst it wes necessery for the govern-
ment %o esteblish ceiling prices 1in order to protect the deliry
feeders in the milk shed sreus &8 their ceilling prices hsd been
get =znd thelr costs were getting out of line.

Live stock production showed en incresse of 5,380 tons over
the 1941 production, The totel vslue of 511 live stock including
novltry end deiry products for 1942 wes $17,762,289. All prcaucts
e mach needed wer crope &t this time end the govarnnent hss esked
g»cwars %o increese theilr production of inesse commodities. Kern
caurty grovrers will undoubtedly ettempt tc do this e¢s the labor
n-utle 1s not g0 greet #s8 1t 18 in the vegetsble crops. Korn
Tornty hes #lveys been en lnmportent stock producing county &na
w13l cortinue to incresse in tnls lins.

Xarn County growvers feel thelr resncnsibility in the wer
2fTort vo produce food cnd fiber for ou™ e¢rmy end clviliens in
thic country .8 well es for our ellles &nd ere neking & suprure
~7Tort an the frce of greet difficulties to meet the goelg 37
cor tren. They sre not quibbling over & 40 hour or 48 hour week,
at thairs 1s often & 72 hour wesk,

The following 1s the detelled report of the ecreege, production
end velue of &11 comnmerciel crops produced in Kern County during
the yeer 1942,



1942 ANNUAL REPORT - CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE

FOR KERN COUNTY

S Complled by Lewls A. Burtch, Agricultursl Commissioner

CROP ACREAGE® PRODUCTIONW TOTAL VALUE
Deciduous Frults Dollars Only
Apples 26 2700 boxes $ 6, 420
Avoricots 459 81177 lugs 33,354
Apricots, dried 600 tons 240, 000
Berries 60 6130 crt. £,663
Figs 5 4000 flts. , 40O
Figs, dried 5 tons 1,750
Nectarines 116 17940 lugs 22,405
Olives h73 1190 tons 190, 400
Peaches 978 8LUU09 1ugs 105,511
Peaches, cennery 4000 tons 100, 000
Peaches, dried 1200 tons 336,000
Pears 104 566 tons , 148
Persimmons 49 5000 lugs b 400
Plums 1492 380324 lugs Hol gLy
Pomegranates 22 5580 lugs 2,859
Quinces 10 2669 lugs , 402
Almonds 88 21 tons &, 820
Pecans 22 1 ton- L2o
Walnuts 20 5 tons 1,750
Family Orchard 150 650 tons 26,000
Totel '4074 $ 1,512,630
Citrus Frult
Gravefruit 25 284 boxes 11, 654
Orsnges, nevel 1430 12L4EL boxes 323 606
Orsnges, velentia 4000 boxes 8, 400
Tengerines 83 17358 lugs 44 262
Lemons 8 1099 boxes 2 8lg
Totel 1616 391,768
Grepes
Table 15365 64068 tons 6,406,800
Wine 2020 13788 tons 41, 216
Relsins 8110 tons 851 550
Raisins, dente 113 180 tons 31,500
Currents :
Totel 17498 7,73L,064
Melons
We termel ons 305 Uglg tons 148, bho
Centaloupes 202 92520 crates ol 552
Honey Dews 755 133022 crates 139,533
Totel 1262 588, 525



CROP ACREAGE PRODUCTION TOTAL VALUE
Vegetables . Bobturs Only
Endive 5 - 640 crates 1,280
Potatoes 32961 6, 664,407 sscks 13,328, g1l
Potato culls 25,000 tons 50, 000
" stock feed
Pess 2738 233, 798 harp. Lg0, 2
Onions (com'l.) 752 58,096 sgcks 1
Onion Seed 183 12,000 1b. 2 OOO
Onions, Selt 257 3, 855 tons 231 2300
Swt. Potatoes 36 E 146, ooo lugs 2@2 000
Lettuce 136 233 z crt. 2 , 209
Sweet Corn 580 4L crt. ol 636
Carrots 398 114 608 crt. 171 912
Tomatoes, cenning 1067 © 7,042 tons z
Tomstoes, shipping 3000 723,771 lugs 1,447,5 2
Gerlic 21 616 sacks 2,587
Squeash 15 25 tons 1,250
Beans, Favse 50 10,000 hamp. 20,000
Broccoli 105 20,572 crt. 37,029
Spinach 132 1# 000 crt. 28,000
Asparagus 900 59, 760 crt. 119,520
Cabbage 62 8 tons 3,557
Okre 7 3, 300 lugs 6,600
Rutebaga U5 900 tons 18 000
Total 45007 17,049,918
Field Crops
Cotton 73380 9& 0 bales 9,213,750
Cotton seed tons 1, 804,800
Alfel fu 69984 3ﬁ9,415 5,9uo,055
Alfslfa seed A 23,900 1bs. 6,720
Silage I725 3 ,500 tons 345,000
Nursery Stock 50 , 50, 000
Honey ‘ 690, 000 1bs. 62 100
Beeswax 14,000 1bs. 5, 1740
Queen Bees 10 000 , 000
Suger Beets 9714 158, 00 tons 1,260 220
Total 154, 853 18,697,485
Grain
Bsrley 50000 25,000 tons 725,000
Milo 20000 20,000 tons 500, 000
Wheet 52685 16, ,896 tons 6&2 okg
Grein Hey 8245 12, L00 tons 223,200
Flex 10500 1o 500 bu. 288,750
Oats (Hay) 2540 5,000 tons 95, 000
Sudsn 1200 olpoo tons 50,000
Total 146170 2,56%,998



LIVE STOCK SOLD

Number of Hesad

Totael Velue

Steers 46,026 6 o75,u32
Cows & heifers 38,3202 }’4 7,180
Calves 15,37 80 5
Bulls 1,84K olg 930,
Hides - Cow 32,497 211, 230
Hides - Celf 15,377 u5 1%
Totel 10, 509, 4k
Sheep 15,000 ol 875
Lembs 212,000 2,385,000
Wool 1,908,000 1bs. " BLE 720
Total 3’128’ 595
Hogs 23,750 774,843
Totel 774, 843
Turkeys 3,000 115,500
Poul try uho, 000 U#O 000
Bges 1,050,000 doz. uzo 000
Dicks 2,000 4 000
Geese 1, 000 E,OOO
Totel 982, 500
Milk & Butterfst 3,198,536 2,366,916
Grand totel of all livestock 17,762,298
Totel acreage of all crops 370,480

Totel tonnage of &1l crops 1,270,547 including %%ve st
Totel velue Of 81l crops including Wivestock ,297,@&%

Totel money received on all Government peyments to 985, 000
the AAA progrem

Totel returns to agriculture 67,282, 688



