KERN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FEBRUARY 17, 194D

In compliance with Section 65.5 of the Agricultural Code,
State of Celifornia, I have herewlith the crop report for 1940, This
is the twentieth consecutive annual report by this office of acreage,
production and value of agricultural crops of Kern County.

Since we are depending upon the cooperation of growers,
shippers and others to reveal the true figures, individual items are
held 1n strict confidence, thus we believe the composite figurcs are
accurate to the extent of our abillty to find all sources and assemble
the data.,

Acreages are calculated as net planted acres, ylelds in term
of commercial packages or units established by the Federal-State Crop
Reporting Service and values in f.o.b. prices. The returns thus
Include cost of picking, hauling, packing and delivering at the first
point. Wo are indebted to many individuals and organizations for
splendid responsc givon to the agricultural inspcctors and deputies
who have helped complile this report.

The total acrcage of all crops for 1940 was 327,696. This
was a considerable increase over 1939 when we had 284,225 acres. The
total return to agriculture for 1940 was $32,317,084. This was an
increase of §$4,301,895 above thc returns of 1909.

Carlot shipments lncreased by 2,035 cars over the 1939 ship-
ments. The total for 1940 being 30,334 car loads. This is just for
frult and vegetables and docs not include hay, grain, cotton or other
crops. By far the largcst commodity was potatoes with a total of
17,840 cars, Greapes wera next with 7,046 cocrs. Next in order was
suger beets with 1,427 cars, lettuce 801 cars, contaloupcs 706 cars.
These were the ma jor producing crops in point of volume among the
fruits and vozetables.

Livestock continucd to hcad the list in point of valuc of
all commodities produccd in 1940 with a total of {9,06%5,823,

Cotton was the noxt crop in volue. We had the hishest per
acrc yicld yoar since we have boen growing cotton in Kern County and
produccd 123,000 bales from 71,643 acrcs. The total valuc of tho
cotton crop lncluding €1, 500 tono of cotton secd was $7,582,950,

Potatocs were next in valuc. From an acrcagce of 29,625 wo
produced 5,404,388 sacks of potatocs vhich brought a rcturn to the
county of 5,944,826,

Dociduous fruits brought in §723,814. This was an increase
of approximately £100,000 over 1939
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Citrus frult brought in §$316,022. This was a considcrablec
incrcase over the 1939 returns,

Tho value of our grapc crop was §1,973,849, This was one
of the crops which failed to bring in as much moncy as we rccelved
in 1939. The valuc of this crop was $492,786 lcss than was rccoived
in 1939.

Mclons brought $376,293 which was about $75,000 more than
"was reccived in 1839 for this crop,

We had & considerable inerecase in our alfalfa acrcage which
brought a proportionate increcasc in production. Ve heve now 62,958
acres which produced 251,702 tons of hay valued at $2,265,318,

Sugar bocts was another crop that incrcased in acreacge and
valuc over 1939. We had 3,589 acrcs in 1540 which brought in {364,744,
This compares with 2,562 acres bringing §$172,263 in 1939

Our grain crop brought lcss than 1939. Our acrcage in-
creascd but our valuc dcereascd. Weo had 127,077 acrcs of groin which
brought $1,028,198 comparcd with 116,140 acrcs for 1939 bringing
$1,270,105.



1940 ANNUAL REPORT - CROP ACREAGE - PRODUCTION AND VALUE - KERN COUNTY

Compilcd by Lcwis L. Burtch, Agricultural Commissionor
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CROP ACREAGE PRODUCTION TOTAL VALUE
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(Dollars Only)
DECIDUOUS FRUITS

Applcs 67 1,000 boxcs $ 1,000
Apricots 49145 675 tons 54,000
Apricots, dricd 2 tons 380
Berrics 60 5,120 crates 5,632
Fizgs 21.5 1,571 lugs : 1,571
Figs, dried 4 tons 340
Ncectarines 69 2,391 1lugs 2,989
Olives 420 415 tons 29,8860
Psaches 779.5 1,044 tons 78,200
Pcaches, dried 377 tons 60,320
Pcars 179 587 tons 41,775
Persimmons 19 10,662 1lugs 5,351
Plums 1,660.1 4,722 tons 401, 3"%0
Pomegranatcs 61 12,000 1lugs 4,300
Pruncs 118.4 11,239 lugs 6,181
Quinces 10 6,525 lugs 3,202
Almonds 100 32 tons €,400
Pceons 48,5 5 tons 1,500
Valnuts 40 17% tons 3,003
Family Orchard 140 450 toens 15,780
Total 4£,290.5 $723,814
CITRUS FRUIT
Grapcfrult 37 3,928 boxcs 1,062
Oranges 1,370.5 183,832 Dboxcs 303,323
Tengerlnces 87 8,790 1lugs 7,911
Lcmons 1l 1,413 Dboxoe 2,826
Total 1,5056.5 $316,022
GRAPES
Table 16,263.56 76,364 tons 1,827,280
Wine 1,800 15,728 tons 283,104
Ralsins 3,105 tons 150,165
Ralsins, Zante Currants 140 tons 13,300

Totel 18,063.5 81,973,849
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CROP ACIRELGE PRODUCTION TOTAL VALUE
(Doll~rs Only)
MELONS
Weotcrmelons 611 8,073 tons 88,803
antaloupcs 432 211,800 cratcs 232,980
Honcy dow 230 50,100 crates 42,585
Othor Moclons 30 15,900 cratos 11,925
Total 1,303 $376,203
VEGETABLES
Potatocs 29,625 5,404,388 saclks 5,044,826
Onions 420 77,700 sacks 97,125
Swcet Potatocs 631 78,000 1lugs 46,800
Pcas 1,424 82,5850 cratces 288,025
Lettuco 813 288,360 cratcs 360,150
Cabbage 1C 639 crates <79
Corn _ g0 9,483 1lugs 5,690
Carrots 30 1,980 cratcs 1,485
Tomatocs 340 76,050 lups 95,062
Pcppers 245 lugs 164
Cucumbcers 126 lugs g4
Grecen Beans 420 7,483 lugs 4,490
Sguash 9 2,043 1lugs 1,022
Egg Plant 3 2,433 crates 1,216
Bcans-Black Eyces 2,139 _ 9,125 sacks 18,250
Splnach 8 50 crotces 58
Total 35,572 $6,866,136

FIELD CROPS

Cotton 71,643 123,000 balcs 6,137,700
Cotton Sccd 61,500 tons 1,445,250
L1falfa 62,9588 261,702 tons 2,265,318
Alfalrfa Sced 136,500 pounds 13,923
Silarcc 1,850 33,000 tons 99,000
Nurs-ry Stock 45 67,500
Honecy and Products 24,900
Sugzar Beots 5,589 58,359 tons 364,744
Total 139,885 $10,418,335
GRAIN
Barlcy 4,694 2,619 tons 44,523
Millo Mailzc 12,468 15,855 tons 317,100
hoot 73,598 22,07¢ tons 551,975
Gr~in Hay 3,382 6,764 tons 67,640
Flax 2,935 29,350 busrel 46,960

Total 127,077 1,028,198



Page esee. 3

LIVE STOCK

SOLD

Stcers
Cows
Calves
Bulls

Hides - Cow

Shecep
Lembs

Vool

Hogs

Turkeys
Poultry

Fges

Milk and Butterfat

Numbcr of Head

39,578
30, 671
10, 548
911
9,467

15,000
165,000
1,700,000 1bs.

25,800

5,000
142,500
207,800 dozcn

2,458,569 1bs.
Total

Total acrcage of all crops 327,696

Total valuc of all crops including livcstock

Total moncy rcecived on all Government paymonts of

the ALl program

Total rcturns to Agriculturc

Total Value

$ 3,522,442
1,870,931
316, 44
73,791

42,601

& 5,826,205
45,000
1,072,500

408, 000

& 1,525,500
& 354,750

10, 000
71,250
48,833

¥

130, 083

,220,285

$ 1
4 9,065,823
$30,768,470

1,548,614

422,317,004
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