EPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ROBERT A. EDWARDS 2610 M Strest
i Commisionar P. 0. Box 1351
Arimetural Bakersfield-83302
Evan R. Evans Telephone (805) 861-2308
Assistant Commissioner
1978

Mr. Richard Rominger, Director

California Department of Food & Agriculture
The Honorable Board of Supervisoxs

County of Kern

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the California Food &
Agricultural Code, T am pleased to submit the 1978 Annual Crop Report for the
County of Kern.

The total Gross F.0.B. value for 1978 was $793,706,500, TFor the second consec-
utive year, Kern County has declined in total crop value. Because of decreased
income and increased production costs, this will not be remembered as a banner
year by many Kern County farmers.

Field crops and Rangeland valve decreased by 65 million dollars. The bulk of
this loss was attributed to the worst cotton crop on record since 1933. Yields
of only 594 lbs. per acre resulted in a 48 million dollar reduction in value
over the previous year's crop. A combination of factors was blamed for the
poor production, ineluding excess moisture at planting time, severe insect pro-
blems and an extended period of above normal heat during the fruiting period.

On the bright side, Fruit & Nut Crops showed a 39 million dollar increase while
Livestock & Poultry increased by 10 million dollars. Kern County for the First
time emerged as the leading county in almond production. Vegetable crops net—
ted a slight decrease in value of production with some increasing, while others
decreased in value. TLettuce hit a short lived bright spot when prices rose to
$#18.00 a carton for a few days.

My thanks to the individuals and firms whose cooperation made this report pos-—
sible and to Deputy Commissioner, Charles Bemnett, who compiled this report.

Respectfully submitted,

oty Ftm 2

Robert A. Edwards
Agricultural Commissioner

RAE:sc

Cover photograph through the courtesy of the Pakersficld californian.



MILLION DOLIAR CROPS - 1978

Cotton, Incl. Cottonseed 171,889,000 Olives 5,941,000
Grapes 156,564,000 Cantaloupes 5,494,000
Cattle & Calves 68,083,000 Range 4,570,000
Potatoes 48,410,000 Nectarines 4,009,000
Almonds, Incl. By-Products 45,900,000 Silage & Forage 3,293,000
Citrus 36,426,000 Watermelons 3,171,000
Milk, Mkt. & Mfg. 30,455,100 Turkeys 3,122,000
Hay, Alfalfa 28,160,000 Apples 3,068,000
Carrots 25,896,000 Melons, Other 2,991,000
Nursery Products 22,675,000 Apiary Products 2,799,000
Lettuce 18,108,000 Beans, Dry, Edible 2,794,000
Onions, Dry & Dehydrator 14,980,000 Pistachios 2,754,000
Sheep & Lambs 12,230,000 Sorghum Grain 2,739,000
Tomatoes, Fresh & Processing 8,309,000 Pasture, Qther 2,470,000
Plums 6,794,000 Garlic, Dehydrator 2,320,000
Wheat 6,741,000 Eggs, Chickens 1,504,000
Peaches 6,599,000 Wool 1,177,000
Sugar Beets 6,212,000 Hogs 1,150,000
Barley 6,123,000 Pasture, Irrigated 1,026,000
PERMANENT ACREAGE - 1978
NON-
YEAR BEARING BEARING TOTAL
1978 166,577 27,717 194,294
1977 148,447 44,313 192,760
FIELD CROPS — 1978
HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
CROP YEAR __ ACRES PER_ACRE ~ PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE
Barley 1978 55,000 1.18 65,100 Ton §$ 94.00 $ 6,123,000
1977 50,000 1.80 90,000 Ton  88.00 7,920,000
Beans, Dry, 1978 7,450 1.02 7,620 Ton 366.00 2,794,000
Edible 1977 5,000 1.20 6,000 Ton 517.00 3,102,000
Corn, Field 1978%% — - — -— -— —-—
1977 1,400 2.50 3,500 Ton  70.00 245,000
Cotton Lint 1978 380,000 a/594  1,/470,000 Bale ¢/.637 143,707,000
1977 344,000 a/1067 b/765,000 Bale ¢/.533 195,718,000
Cottonseed 1978 —— S 207,000 Ton 126.00 26,082,000
1977 — -— 301,000 Ton 78.00 23,478,000
Cottonseed, 1978 et B 12,000 Ton 175.00 2,100,000
Planting 1977 —_— —— 9,685 Ton 113.00 1,094,000
Hay, 1978 80,500 0.36 512,000 Ton 55.00 28,160,000
AlTfalfa 1977 115,000 7.10 817,000 Ton 53.00 43,301,000



CROP

Hay, Grain

Hay, Other

Pasture,
Irrigated

Pasture,
Other

Pasture,
Range
Rice
Safflower
Silage &
Forage

Sorghum
Grain
Soybeans
Sugar Beets
Wheat

Misc, #*#%%

TOTALS

Range

FIELD CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED FPRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
YEAR _ ACRES PER ACRE ~ PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE
1978 4,000 3.75 15,000 Ton $ 41.90 § 629,000
1977 5,000 3.50 17,500 Ton 56.30 985,000
1978 3,500 2.50 8,750 Ton  40.00 350,000
1977 5,000 3.40 17,000 Ton 40.00 680,000
1978 12,500 _— -——  Acre 82.10 1,026,000
1977 15,000 —— -—— Acre 125.00 1,875,000
1978% — _— —_— - _— 2,470,000
1977 —_— ——— - —— —— 2,565,000
1378 2,285,000 —-— === Acre 2.00 4,570,000
1977 2,400,000 — -——— Acre  1.00 2,400,000
1978 2,700 1.36 3,660  Ton 150.00 549,000
1977 1,500 1.00 1,500 Ton 180.00 270,000
1978%%* — —— — - — -
1977 1,600 .70 1,120 Ton 211.00 236,000
1978 18,000 14.60 263,000 Ton  12.50 3,293,000
1977 21,000 19.40 407,400 Ton  13.40 5,459,000
1978 20,500 1.60 32,800  Ton 83.50 2,739,000
1977 3,800 2.55 9,690 Ton  80.00 775,000
1978 500 .934 467 Ton 214.00 100,000
1977%% — — —— e — —
1978 12,000 25.25 303,000  Ton  20.50 6,212,000
1977 14,200 25.60 364,000 Ton  21.00 7,644,000
1978 35,000 1.80 63,000  Ton 107.00 6,741,000
1977 30,000 2.80 84,000  Ton  84.00 7,056,000
1978 5,500 -— - - —— 918,000
1977 —— _— —_— R — 76,000
1978* 637,150 ——— —_— -—— $ --- $238,563,000
1977% 612,500 — - -—- 303,329,500
1978 2,285,000

1977 2,400,000

fiomil Prnttinl Suntbinked)

a/Pounds Lint Per Acre

b/480 Pounds Net Weight Bale

¢/Price Per

*Pasture, Other:
**Included in Miscellaneous

*¥*Tnclodes:

Pound

Acreage removed.

Field Corn, Safflower, Sesame, Sunflower.



HARVESTED  PRODUCTTON TOTAT, UNTT TOTATL

CROD YLAR — ACRLES PER_ACRE PRODUCTION UNTT  VALIT, VALIN
Alfalfa 1978% o — — — ¢ —
1977 | ’| =0 ——— '-'ni‘|||_\-__| 1h. . 554,000
Grain: Qats 1974 067 —— 2,159,000 1b. - 129,000
Barley, Rye 1977 1,974 e 9,405,000~ 1. e 614,000
Wheat
Mise. * l978* 1,390 o 506,000 1b. - 204,000
1977 490 e 517,000 1b. -— 91,700
Screenings 1978 ——— - 584 Ton  57.20 33,400
1977 SEE i 300 Ton _ 20.75 6,200
TOTALS 1973 2,057 _— i —_— - g 263,400
1977 3,044 e = === . 1,265,900

#Miscellaneous Includes: Alfalfa, Beans, Dry, Edible; Beans, Garden, Sudan
Grass

VEGETABLE CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
CROP YEAR _ ACRES PER_ACRE  PRODUCTION UNIT VALUL VALUE

Beans, Snap 1978 244 4.71 1,150 Ton $422.00 § 485,000
1977 177 4.50 796 Ton 495.00 394,000

Beans, Snap 1978%% ——- ——= ——— - —-—= -
Processing 1977 500 3.39 1,700 Ton 159.00 270,000
Carrots 1978 11,500 14.40 166,000 Ton 156.00 25,896,000
1977 9,200 19.30 178,000 Ton 190.00 33,820,000

Garlic, 1978 2,500 6.40 16,000 Ton 145.00 2,320,000
Dehydrator 1977 1,750 9.22 16,200 Ton 155.00 2,511,000
Lettuce 1978 5,900 15.10 49,200 Ton 203.00 18,108,000
1977 5,380 15.40 82,800  Ton 149.00 12,337,000

Cantaloupes 1978 2,630 10.30 27,200 Ton 202.00 5,494,000
1977 2,760 8.70 24,000 Ton 201.00 4,824,000

Melons, 1978 1,780 7.98 14,200 Ton 211.00 2,991,000
Other 1977 1,250 7.34 9,180 Ton 224.00 2,056,000
Watermelons 1978 2,510 18,50 46,500  Ton  68.20 3,171,000
1977 1,910  16.70 31,900  Ton  71.40 2,278,000

Onions, Dry 1978 2,990 18.30 54,700  Ton 163.00 8,919,000
- 1977 2,400 21.50 51,600  Ton 112.00 5,779,000

Onions, 1978 8,000 13.80 110,000 Ton 55.10 6,061,000

Dehydrator 1977 7,280 17.90 130,000 Ton 53.80 6,994,000



VEGETABLE CROPS - 1973

HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAT
CROP YEAR  AZRES PER_ACRE  PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE

Potatoes, 1978 23,500 19,20 451,000  Ton $107.00 $ 48,410,000
All 1977 29,000 22.31 647,000 Ton 83.39 53,955,000
Spring, 1978 22,800 19.40 443,500 Ton 107.00 47,348,080
Total 1977 28,000 22:7, 635,000 Ton 83.86 53,250,000
Fresh 1978 —— - 303,000 Ton 135.00 40,905,000
Market 1977 — _— 473,000  Ton 98.20 46,449,000
Processed 1978 - — 83,500  Ton 73.40 6,129,000

1977 s s 89,400 Ton 70.00 6,258,000
Culls 1978 -— — 57,000 Ton 5.50 314,000

1977 S . 72,400  Ton  7.50 543,000
Winter, 1978 735 10.20 7,500 Ton 141.60 1,062,080
Total 1977 1,000 11.80 11,800 Ton 59.75 705,000
Fresh 1978 — — 6,320 Ton 167.00 1,055,000
Market 1977 e — 6,900 Ton 95.00 656,000
Culls 1978 ——— T 1,180 Ton 6.00 7,080

1977 —-——— s 4,860 Ton 10.00 48,600
Pumpkins & 1978 146 11.20 1,640 Ton  61.60 101,000
Squash 1977 58 10.50 © 609  Ton 113.00 68,800
Tomatoes*** 197§ 350 9.09 3,180 Ton 344.00 1,094,000
Fresh Mkt. 1977 105 5.00 525 Ton 465.00 244,000
Tomatoes 1978 5,830 23.00 134,000 Ton 53.80 7,215,000
Processing 1977 8,390 21.00 176,000 Ton 56.10 9,874,000
Misc. * 1978 1,920 [Em 11,600 Ton = 4,944,000

1977 1,890 —— 13,400 Ton " 2,592,000
TOTALS 1978 69,800 — 1,126,370 —=$% -— $135,209,080

1977 72,050 e e — —— 137,996,800

*Includes: Asparagus, Beans, Snap (Proc), Cabbage, Cucumbers, Melons (Proc.)
Peas, Peppers, Romaine, Rutabagas, Sweet Corn, Sweet Potatoes, &
Turnips.

*#*Included in Miscellaneous.

***Includes Greenhouse Production.

FRUIT AND NUT CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED PRODUCTION  TOTAL UNIT TOTAL

CROP YEAR _ ACRES PER_ACRE  PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE
Almonds 1978 53,541 .318 17,000  Ton $2,700.00 $45,900,000
1977 38,739 .609 23,600  Ton 1,700.00 40,120,000
Almond 1978 — — 30,400  Ton 61.00 1,854,000

By-Products 1977 — — 49,000 Ton 28.00 1,372,000



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
CROP YEAR __ ACRES PER ACRE  PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE

Apples, A1l 1978 1,390 7.19 9,990 Ton $307.00 & 3,068,000

1977 - -— -— -_— -— -—
Fresh 1978 e - 5,890 Ton 403.00 2,375,000

1977% — —_— 1,800 Ton 293.00 527,000
Processed 1978 -— -— 4,100 Ton 169.00 693,000

lg??‘k*** —— SO — TOU — —
Avocados 1978 125 5.14 643 Ton 414.00 266,000

1977 119 2.22 264 Ton 734.00 194,000
Citrus, All 1978 27,129 6,13 166,210 Ton 219.00 36,426,000

1977 23,927 8.06 192,770  Ton 184.08 35,486,000
Grapefruit 1978 946 L.67 1,580 Ton 142.00 224,000

1977% 92 ——— 1,770 Ton 99.90 177,000
Lemons 1978 3,591 3.26 11,700 Ton 220.00 2,580,000

1977 2,543 5.43 13,800  Ton 310.40 4,284,000
Oranges, 1978 16,811 4.34 72,900 Ton 309.00 22,521,000
Navel 1977 15,998 5.15 82,400  Ton 214.00 17,634,000
Oranges, 1978 4,710 4.65 21,900  Ton 339.00 7,424,000
Valencias 1977 4,169 7.20 30,000 Ton 245.00 7,350,000
Tangerines 1978 1,071 2.92 3,130 Ton 269.00 842,000
& Tangelos 1977 1,128 9.19 10,300 Ton 306.00 3,152,000
Processed 1978 S -— 55,000 Ton 51.50 2,835,000

1977 —_— —— 53,500 Ton  54.00 2,889,000
Crapes, All 1978 70,480 T<)A 503,610  Tom 311.00 156,564,000

1977 72,541 7.10 §15,100  Ton 259.57 133,706,000
Raisin 1978 22,482 9.50 213,610  Ton 397.00 84,739,000
Varieties 1977 21,438 9.36 200,600 Ton 369.26 74,073,000
Fresh 1978 — - 73,000 Ton 819.00 59,787,000
Market 1977 — —— 72,000  Ton 766.00 55,152,000
Raisins#* 1978 e e 7,110 Ton 1210.00 8,603,000
Dry Weight 1977 ——— - 9,960 Ton 800.00 7,968,000
Processed 1978 e ——- 8,210 Ton 213.00 1,749,000

1977 —_ — 11,200  Ton 164.00 1,837,000
Crushed 1978 _— -_— 100,000 Ton 146.00 14,600,000

1977 -— -— 86,000 Ton 106.00 9,116,000
Table 1978 9,770 8.60 84,000 Ton 443.00 37,217,000
Varieties 1977 9,826 8.40 82,500 Ton 427.27 35,250,000
Fresh 1978 e —_— 43,700  Ton 729.00 31,857,000
Market 1977 — — 42,500 Ton 724.00 30,770,000
Crushed 1978 ——— -— 40,300 Ton 133.00 5,360,000

T Q757 e o e A OOy [} L P 1T19 AN A A9 NANND



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
CROP YEAR _ ACRES PCR ACRE  PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE
Wine Var 1973 38,228 5.38 206,000 Ton $168.00 ¢ 34,608,000
Crushed 1977 41,277 5.62 232,000 Ton 105.10 24,382,000
Kiwi* 1978 53 1.73 92.20 Ton 5950.00 549,000
1977 36 3.00 108 Ton 1650.00 178,000
Nectarines 1978 1,157 6.74 7,800 Ton 514.00 4,009,000
1977 1,089 7.30 8,020 Ton 489.50 3,926,000
Olives 1978 5,676 3.65 20,700 Ton 287.00 5,941,000
1977 2,288 — 6,180  Ton 400.00 2,472,000
Peaches, 1978 2,075 6.16 12,790 Ton 516.00 6,599,000
ALl 1977 2,611 6,50 16,970 Ton 342.25 5,808,000
Fresh 1978 - — 8,780 Ton 690.00 6,058,000
Market 1977 -— -— 10,100 Ton 493.10 4,980,000
Processed 1978 - -—- 4,010 Ton 135.00 541.000
1977 -—= - 6,870 Ton 120.50 838,000
Pistachios* 1978 655 1.56 1,020 Ton 2700.00 2,754,000
1977 622 2.07 1,290 Ton 2060.00 2,657,000
Plums 1978 1,999 4.93 9,860 Ton 689.00 6,794,000
1977 2,123 5.63 11,950 Ton 637.15 7,614,000
Pomegranate 1978 96 2.63 252 Ton §15.00 130,000
1977 105 1.56 164 Ton 536.00 88,000
Walnuts* 1978 610 1.27 774 Ton 1170.00 906,000
1977 810 1.50 1,220 Ton 691.00 843,000
Misc.**#* 1978 1,287 - 11,900 Ton - 4,304,000
1977 1,408 — 3,700  Ten -— 1,776,000
TOTALS 1978 166,273 —— 793,041 -— $ -—  $276,064,000
1977 146,977 = -—= ——- === 237,002,000

*Includes Production From Young Orchards Officially Classified as Non-bearing
Almond Production Stated in Terms of Nut Meat Equivalents. 1977 Almond
Value & Production Revised. Pistachio & Walnut Production Stated in Terms
of In-shell Equivalents.

**Total Production Includes Raisins on a Fresh Equivalent Basis.

Dry Ratio: 1978 - 4.56 to 1
1977 - 3.15 to 1

#¥*Includes: Apricots, Figs, Pears, Persimmons and Prunes

#***Previously Reported in Miscellaneous

NURSERY CROPS - 1978

HARVESTED PRODUCTION _ TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
GROP YEAR __ ACRES PER ACRL ~ PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VATUE
Fruit, Nut* 1978 92 —- 934,000 pint § --—- 4 1,080,000

& Vine Plnt 1977 106 — 913,000 plnt -— 1,141,000



NURSERY CROPS - 1978

-~ HARVESTED PRODUCTION TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
CRQP YEAR _ ACRES PER ACRE PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE.
Rose Plants 1978 1,237 — 20,556,000 plnt ¢ .865 $ 17,781,000
1977 1,378 —— 21,988,000 plnt L7291 15,853,000
Plnt, Prop. 1978 360 -— — -—- 3,814,000
Materials & 1977 270 —— - - —-- 2,139,000
Cut Flowers**
TOTALS 1978 1,689 -— m—— —e— & - $ 22,675,000
1977 1,853 _  -—— —— — 20,133,000
*Includes Container Grown Plants
**Total Value Includes Greenhouse Production.
APTARY PRODUCTS - 1978
TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
PRODUCT YEAR PRODUCT TON* UNIT VALUE VALUE
Honey 1978 2,785,000 1b. $ .430 § 1,198,000
1977 1,430,000 1b. .435 622,000
Beeswax 1978 55,700 1b. 1.60 89,000
1977 28,600 ib. 1.45 41,500
Pollination 1978 108,000 Colony 14.00 1,512,000
1977 80,800 Colony 14.00 1,131,000
TOTALS 1978 - - $ -— $§ 2,799,000
1977 e -— — 1,794,000
*Now Includes Out-of-County Production Produced in Kern County
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY — 1978
NO. OF TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
KIND YEAR HEAD LIVEWEIGHT UNIT VALUE VALUE
Cattle & 1978 191,000 1,322,000 cwt  $51.50 $ 68,083,000
Calves 1977 232,000 1,582,000 cewt  38.90 61,540,000
Sheep & 1978 187,000 193,000 cwt  63.40 12,230,000
Lambs 1977 175,000 184,000 cwt 51.20 9,421,000
Hogs 1978 11,900 23,800 cwt  48.30 1,150,000
1977 $,000 7,600 cwt 40.90 311,000
Broilers & 1978 134,000 839,000 1b. .283 237,000
Roasters  1977* 385,000 2,502,000 1b. .268 670,000
Chickens, 1978%*% — — _— _— _—
Other 1977 80,000 360,000 1b. .070 25,200
Turkeys 1978 410,000 7,380,000 1b. .423 3,122,000
1977 416,000 7,904,000 1b. .334 2,640,000



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY — 1978
NO. OF TOTAL UNIT TOTAL
KIND YEAR HEAD LIVEWEIGHT UNIT VALUE VALUE
Mise. 1078 % —_— -—- -— 4 — § 70,000
1977 — o —- - 35,300
TOTALS 1978 _— —— —  § —- $ 84,892,000
1977 i o o — i 74,642,500
*Previously Reported as Fryers
**%Reported in Miscellaneous
***Miscellaneous Includes Chickens, Others; Game Birds and Squab.
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS - 1978
TOTAL UNTT TOTAL
PRODUCT YEAR PRODUCTION UNIT VALUE VALUE
Milk
Market 1978 2,953,000 cwt $ 10.276 $ 30,345,000
1977% 3,125,000 cwt 9.866 30,831,000
Mfg. 1978 11,900 cwt 9.25 110,100
1977% 6,000 ewt 8.43 50,600
Wool 1978 1,899,000 1b. 620 1,177,000
1977 1,546,000 1b. 632 977,000
Eggs, 1978 3,709,000 doz 406 1,504,000
Chicken 1977 3,234,000 doz 404 1,306,000
TOTALS 1978 - -_— $ -—— $ 33,136,100
L T == ey 33,052,700
*Revised
SUMMARY - 1978
HARVESTED ESTIMATED
COMMODITY YEAR ACRES RANGE VALUE
Field Crops & Rangeland 1978 637,150 2,285,000 $238,563,000
1977 612,500 2,400,000 303,696,000
Seed Crops 1978 2,057 —— 368,400
1977 3,644 =i 1,265,900
Vegetable Crops 1978 69,800 i 135,209,000
1977 72,050 —_— 137,996,800
Fruit & Nut Crops 1978 166,273 S 276,064,000
1977 146,977 --—  *%237,002,000
Nursery Products 1978 1,689 i 22,675,000
1977 1,853 — 20,133,000



SUMMARY ~ 1978

HARVESTED ESTIMATED
COMMODITY YEAR ACRES RANGE VALUE
Apiary Products 1978 —— -— $ 2,799,000
1977 — s 1,794,000
Livestock & Poultry 1978 - —— 84,892,000
1977 — - 74,642,500
Livestock & Poultry 1978 - —-— 33,136,100
Products 1977 -— — 33,052,700
TOTALS 1978 876,969 2,285,000  $793,706,500
(Includes 13,400 acres dry B
Farm Barley and Wheat)
TOTALS 1977% 837,812 2,400,000  $809,582,900

(Includes 28,000 acres dry
Farm Barley and Wheat)

*Revised: Pasture, Other removed
*#*A1mond Value Revised



